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R 9-8628

19 November 1957

#4r. Hemry Loomis

Director, Office of Rescarch
and Intellipence

United States Information Agesncy

Washington, D. C,

Dear ¥, Loomis:

Mr. Amnory has asked me to send to you our views concerning
the surveys of foreign public opinion conch:cted by USIA.

For many years the intelli ence commmnity has
with the pro:lem of determinin. trends in fariign m cc;ni:irgzd
relating to matters of concern to U.S. palicy. Untdl 195, the
:f.ntelh.gence community was forced to rely on subjective report-
ing for this information, supplemented ocoasionally by surveys of
varying sponsorship and reliability. Since 1954, however, the
Uffice of Research and Intelligence ( IRI), USIA has been i'urnish-
ing to the commnity the results of surveys sponsored by them and,

on occagion, IRI has undertsken specific surve ‘
y8 &t the reque
of interested Government agenclies, Tuest STAT
In surveying foreign publiec opinion, IRI alwavs usas inddcmen~me

agsests, If none exist, IR creates them, | STAT
STAT

S sTAT

he surveys are alwaye under the lrection of the Ambassador

and the ™ublic Affairs Officer.

. E:e congider the repetitive trend informmtion gained through STAT
ofhe UEIA surveys to be of great value to CIA, If more of thia sort
0 systematic infoarmation gathered could be done s W& would be
better off in our knowledge of the situation in important areas of

the warld,
Cincerely yours,
C/DDIsvAT: i
et fanel W, A, Tidwell
el —fud Assistant to DD/I (Planning)
o

iy ped
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